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The ‘Downy Mildews and White Blister-rusts of Wales’ is the latest in a series of books on the plant
pathogens of Wales written by the ‘“Welsh Rust Group’. This volume covers an important group in the Class
Oomycetes which can be found infecting a wide range of wild plants, in addition to many horticulturally and
agriculturally important plants and crops.
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Albugo..
p,,m It is frequently remarked by field mycologists that downy mildews can take some finding! The

authors of this publication would concur with this statement. Fewer than a score of species
"THBYS G NEEAS S tholr Sovizy WA ROH WS LSS (Tt S BNIAN rid eldid - have been reported with any degree of regularity in Wales. They are mostly found on annual
Census Catalogue. and perennial plants. If time is limited the most profitable sites to search tend to
Glossary. support large numbers of annual plant species such as the disused sand quarry near
Cardigan illustrated above, brown-field sites (see below right) and gardens (see below lefl
The road verge adjacent to a high-quality nature reserve has often produced more records
than the reserve! But wherever you are they are worth searching for

The book introduces the Downy Mildews and White Blister-rusts and provides an identification guide to all
the species that can be found in Great Britain & Ireland. Each species is dealt with separately and the book
contains a large number of photographs, with both macroscopic and microscopic images of infected plants
and the pathogens. A table of host plant species and their Downy Mildews and White Blister-rusts is
provided along with a Census Catalogue of all the species recorded to date in Wales. Using the book and
knowing the host plant it should be possible to identify most of the species found and we hope it will
encourage and stimulate more recording of this important group.



Peronospora alsinearum Casp.

Confined to Steflaria Stitchworts with scattered recent records in Wales on S. media.
Common Chickweed in Carms, Pembs, Cards, Caems and Angl. with an old record from
Monts. It has been recorded throughout Britain and Ireland. The colonies are greyish-white
and infected leaves and stems are pale and sometimes etiolated and thickened. Oospores
and sporangiophores can be abundant even as early as on the cotyledons of seedlings, and

oospores are also usually abundant in the sepals, petals and ovaries. Peronospora parva
also occurs on Stellaria in Wales, and has smaller sporangia, averaging 19 x 16um as
against 27 x 22ym. Dec-July.
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Albugo candida s.|. on Cakile maritima (above left) and Cochlearia officinalis (above rig
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Oospores of Peronospora alsinearum in the sepals of Stellaria media
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The book is in A4 format, spirally bound with a plastic cover and contains over 135 pages and over 250
images. ISBN 978-0-9565750-4-3

Cost is £8.50 plus £3.50 p&p directly from Ray Woods, Ty Mawr Mill, Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3SH.
Email: raygwoods@aol.com

Copies will also be available from online book suppliers and digital copies will be available to download
from https://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads
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